The Oyster 


Girl 


\ Traditional 
Volk Song 


illustrated by 


Joanne Stanbridge 





This version was adapted 
from the one 
on the Digital ‘Tradition website at 
http:'/snif.numachi.com/pages/ 
HOYSTRGAL:AHOYSTRGAL. html 
Accessed June 7, 2010 
You can see the music and 


listen to a midi file on that site. 


The illustrations were done 
in ink and watercolour on 
90 lb Arches paper in 


March 2O10 


www.joannestanbridge.com 


As | walked up Manchester Street 
a pretty little oyster girl 


| happened to meet. 


And into her basket so boldly | did peep 


to see if she had Sot any oysters. 





" Sal. : : a: ee : s H 
Oh, it's oysters, oysters, oysters, 
sald she. 
Wipe aes . 
If you want any oysters, 


justi buy them from me. 


a ne . eee: 
[t's four for a penny, 


but five ['ll rive to thee, 


if you'll bargain for my basket 


of ovsters. 





let's oO down 


to the dance 
hall." said she. 
"and kick up our 
heels with a 
one-two-three. 
And we'll rollick 
and we'll frolic 
for an hour or 


three." 


And she laid 
down her basket 


of ovsters. 





We danced ull rr noddle 


Was all in al clew. 


Then out of my pocket 


my Money she drew. 





And downstairs like lightning 


this oyster girl flew. 


and left me her basket of oysters. 


Is this song really about ovsters? 


In 1957, Oscar Brand recorded tt as 
"Basket of Oysters’ on his album 


Bawdy Songs and Backroom Ballads. 


Further Keading & Listening 
Paul Clayton's album #riash Broadside 
Ballads in Popular tradition is on Tunes. 
Cecil Sharp's Collection af hagiish Fotk 


Songs. Oxford University Press, 1974. 


American Balladry from British Broadsides, by 


(5. Malcolm Laws. American Folklore 
Socety, LOS, 
Digital Tradition website al 


hit too!/sniffnumachi.com/ pages’ 


HOVYSTRGAL:tOYSTRAGAL. html 








